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A Bath Divided

»>How a shared space was divvied up into his-and-hers zones,
then unified with a turn-of-the-century treatment

BY C. J. HUGHES PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL WESCHLER

LEFT: The old bath had a closet to the left
of the tub, which hid a slanted ceiling.
ABOVE: The remodel tucked the wife's vanity
and the tub under the overhead slope.

WHEN IT COMES TO DESIGNING a master
bath, designating one side for him and
one for her can be a no-brainer if you’re
working with a generously sized rec-
tangular plan. But Linda and Gene
Frederick wanted their Alamo, Cali-
fornia, bath to have personal cleanup
zones and a cozy old-house scale, with
odd angles and small niches you’d find
in a vintage cottage.

So the couple turned to designer
Randy Cohn to reinvent their existing
shoebox of a room—which had them
elbow to elbow at the double vanity—
as part of a master suite renovation.
Cohn was able to reconfigure the room
into a more visually interesting L-shape
by bumping out an exterior wall, which
enlarged the bath from 257 to 344
square feet and added space for assitting
area in the bedroom. The new bath foot-
print allowed him to create subtly dis-
tinct husband and wife zones, with her
vanity and the tub along one wall, and
his vanity around the corner from the
shower. He carved out separate closets
for each half of the couple as well.

Then Cohn gave the bath the de-
sired century-old look. He ringed the
walls with beadboard wainscoting, re-
placed a modern drop-in tub with a
Victorian-style claw-foot model, and
added brushed-nickel fixtures. But un-
like typical 19th-century baths, this
one is filled with light, thanks to two
skylights and a window over the tub.

The plan put an end to the couple’s
jockeying for elbow room—and the
overall discomfort the old layout cre-
ated. “I get a good feeling now when
P’m in the room,” says Linda. “Idon’t
feel like I’m stuck in a box.”
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ABOVE: The tub filler by Hans Grohe
is brushed nickel. RIGHT: Frameless
glass makes the shower feel open and
bright. BELOW: The porcelain double-
slipper tub by Sunrise sits on claw feet.
The muted green wainscot color is the
result of two Kelly-Moore paints the
homeowner mixed together.

The Plan
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~ Reconfigure the layout with some old-house quirks—
yet make it functional and efficient for a busy couple.
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What They Did

1| REDISTRIBUTED AND ENLARGED
THE SPACE, CREATING AN L-SHAPE.
The old toilet/shower room was walled
off to become part of a separate kids’
bath, and the rest of the room gutted.
Then the exterior wall where the old
bath alcove had stood was bumped
out by 15 feet, and the resulting space
was configured into a slightly larger,
L-shaped bath with a roomier master
bedroom next door.

2 | DESIGNATED SEPARATE HIS-AND-
HERS ZONES. Her vanity was set into a
corner nook next to the new toilet room,
and the tub placed along the adjoining
wall, with her now generous closet just
beyond. His vanity was installed on the
wall opposite the tub, with his closet on
one side and the shower on the other.

3 | KEPT SIGHTLINES OPEN. The two
new closets were left doorless: the
bedroom and the toilet room have low-
profile pocket doors. Two skylights,
plus a sliding window tucked under the
low roofline, maximize natural light.
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